Immerse Yourself in

CUBA

24th Annual Havana Ballet Festival
A Unique Cultural & Educational Experience

November 2014

I NTERNATIONAL



Welcome

Explore International is pleased to invite you to join us in a Custom-designed People-to-People cultural exchange
trip to Cuba in November 2014. The trip will be under the guidance of our most valuable tour leader and expert on Cuba,
Mr. Frank Solérzano. Our fundamental goal is to create a very intense experience for you in which every possible means
is used to learn and be part of a meaningful interaction with Cubans.

Participants will have the opportunity to engage with Cuban artists and gain insight into this thriving community. The trip
is planned to depart from Miami, where a briefing will take place and VIP Check in will be secured at Miami International
Airport.

Accommodations will be made at a beautiful and comfortable hotel, sharing meals in paladars (restaurants in people’s
homes). Optional day trips to Cardenas.

Upon arriving in Havana, the group reconvenes and follows a weeklong schedule of visits to the most emblematic places,
followed by afternoon field excursions to cultural and social institutions throughout the region.

Frank Solorzano is an expert on Cuba and has been working in Cuba travel circles for the past 15 years with over 60 group
visits. Frank’s trips are exciting and personal, as he has developed excellent relationships with Cubans from all walks of
life. Each visit, he continues to discover and reveal more about this historically rich and diverse culture.

As you can see this is a program trip fully designed with people to people exchange. We welcome you to join us for a cul-
tural and educational experience of a life-time!

Warmest,
WHAT IS A PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE EXCHANGE?

Through a special license issued by the U.S. Department of
ﬂ { l “ Treasury, citizens from the Uinited States are now wel-
(?,(7 come to travel to Cuba on a People-To-People Exchange

Executive Director

Program. Through meaninful educational and cultural inter-
actions with the people of Cuba, you will experience the
island and its magnificent culture first hand.
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Program

Embark on an unforgettable enriching

Cuba program. Immerse yourself in the Cuban culture with this unique People to People pro-
gram that explores the world of ballet and dance in contemporary Cuba during the 24th
Havana Ballet Festival.

Tour of Old Havana: Your guide will take you through the colonial streets and share with you the history of
Havana from the 1600s to the present. An ideal time to take photographs of the remarkable architecture,
beautiful streets the colorful people who make Havana so special.

Finca Vigia: The Hemingway House: Ten miles east of Havana is Hemingway's Cuba house - Finca Vigia,
meaning "lookout house". Finca Vigia is located in the small, working-class town of San Francisco de Paula.
The Cuban people have always respected famous writer's choice to live in a modest town, amongst the people
he fished with. The house, which his wife Martha Gellhorn found through the small ads in 1939, was left to
the Cuban government by Hemingway when he decided to leave his adopted island following Castro's
revolution twenty years later.

National Ballet of Cuba: Treasure a world-class performance under the direction of the former prima
ballerina, Alicia Alonso. The International Ballet Festival of Havana, one of the world's most prestigious dance
festivals, takes place every other year and brings together many of the top Cuban and foreign ballet dancers.
The presentations include classics in the repertory of the world's most famous companies to more modern
choreographies. The numerous satellite events and activities are another attraction of the ballet festival.

Palace of Fine Arts: The Palacio de Bellas Artes (Palace of Fine Arts) is dedicated exclusively to housing
Cuba Art collections. Spanning the 17th and 19th centuries has rooms devoted to landscape, religious
subjects and the Costumbrismo narrative scenes of Cuban life. Gallery devoted to the 1970s is marked by a
preponderance of Hyperrealism and the latest generation of Cuban artists whose works all reflect the strong
symbolic imagery that has been prevalent in recent decades. The most notable works are those of René
Portocarrero and Wifredo Lam. A modernist sculpture by noted Cuban artist Rita Lonja stands outside the
main entrance.

Pro-Danza The Centro de Promocién de la Danza (known as Pro Danza) of Cuba is a special place
where dancing dreams come alive and are nurtured by Laura Alonso, the daughter of Cuba’s legendary ballet
royalty, Alicia and Fernando Alonso. It's where dancers, regardless of race, size or financial means, thrive and
learn the art of Cuban ballet from the inside out.

Partagas Cigar Factory: Tour Havana's Partagas Cigar Factory, founded in 1845, where employees sort
and cut leaves, and roll and box cigars every day. Take a guided tour of the cigar-making process from single
leaf to finished cigar and learn about Partagas' dramatic—and possibly haunted—history before stopping at
the on-site smoking room and factory shop.



INCLUDED FEATURES

* Round-trip airfare, Miami-Havana-Miami

* Medical Insurance

* Miami Departure Tax

* Transfers to and from the hotel in Havana

* Transportation with Bilingual Guide to all
activities

* 5 nights in Havana Hotel / Breakfast
included and most meals

* Briefing Upon Arrival

« Farewell Dinner with a performance
live local musicians

LEARN MORE

Maridalia Acosta
Trip Advisor

Explore International
P.O. BOX 546135
Miami, FL 33154
305.884.0441

NOT INCLUDED

Travel Insurance available upon request.
Airport Fees are applicable in Cuba.
Baggage Fees will apply at airports (Cash
only) with airlines directly.

Program
Inclusions

IMPORTANT DATES

* Trip will take place early November,
2014,

* Application &Copy of passport photo
page due by July 25, 2014.

« Non-refundable deposit of $500 due by
July 26, 2014,

* Final payment due by August 29, 2014

* QOrientation Session by October 3rd,
2014



